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Backflow Prevention and Testing
Why is it so important?

Ill

Backflow is the reverse flow of water from its “normal” direction of flow in a piping sys-

tem. Water, in a lawn sprinkler system for example, may become contaminated with

weed killers and fertilizers and could potentially backflow into drinking water. 4 k
To control backflow, all lawn irrigation systems are equipped with a backflow prevention ’, Y
device. The two most common devices for lawn irrigations are an atmospheric vacuum "

breaker (AVB) and a double check valve assembly (DCVA) as illustrated below. ’ e

Irrigation systems not protected by an approved backflow prevention assembly could
endanger the health of a household or neighborhood.

As mandated by the Department of Health, WAC 246-290-490, and Battle

Ground Municipal Code, the City is required, as part of the cross connection and control program, to track
all backflow devices in our distribution system and to assure that each device is tested annually. It is the
water customer’s responsibility to meet the testing requirements.

If you have a lawn irrigation system, please contact the Public Works Department at 360-342-5350. As
your municipal water supplier, our mission is to supply safe, clean drinking water to all our customers.

If you have an irrigation system, you should either have an AVB or DCVA device.

Typical AVB Typical DCVA
ﬁ %
_ It is the customer’s responsibility to have a

DCVA tested annually.
The AVB is not testable.

However, the City will visually inspect it. A list of State Certified Testers is available at
www.cityofbg.org/cert-testers
Please call us at 360-342-5350 or by calling 360-342-5350

If you have questions about annual testing requirements, backflow preventers, or if you are not sure if you
have one, please call the Public Works Department at 360-342-5350.
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