
CITY OF BATTLE GROUND 
STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

June 23, 2008 
 
Acting City Clerk Alisha Smith called the roll.  The following were: 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Michael Ciraulo, Deputy Mayor Alex Reinhold, 
Councilmembers Zandamela, Regan, Walters and Ganley.   

 
 ABSENT:  None. 
 

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager Dennis Osborn, Deputy City Manager John 
Williams, Chief of Police James McDaniel, Community 
Development Director Robert Maul, Public Works Director / 
City Engineer Rob Charles, Interim Finance Director Bob 
Noland, Executive Assistant Bonnie Gilberti and Acting 
City Clerk Alisha Smith 

 
PRESS: None. 

 
 
Mayor Ciraulo moved the agenda item listed third on the agenda, Port of 
Ridgefield Discovery Corridor, to the beginning of the agenda. 
 
Port of Ridgefield Discovery Corridor: Presentation 
City Manager Dennis Osborn introduced the Port of Ridgefield Executive Director Brent 
Grening.  Mr. Grening introduced Port of Ridgefield Commissioner Joe Melroy.  
 
Mr. Grening gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled: Port of Ridgefield, raising 
tomorrowÕs standards (attached): 
 

• Mission  
o To responsibly develop property and facilities that encourage private 

investment, job creation and local economic diversity; to preserve and 
better the quality of life for citizens of the Port District. 

• Port District Boundaries 
o Port Facts  

 57 square miles 
 15,000 people 
 7,156 Registered voters 
 UGAs in Port District 

• La Center 
• Ridgefield 
• Vancouver 

 Mil rate: $.17 / $1,000 
• Port History 

o Formed in 1940 
o Expand to present size in 1980 
o 3 elected commissioners 

 6 year terms 
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• Tri-Mountain Golf Course (picture) 
• Ridgefield Industrial Park 

o Attbar, Inc 
o Promens Plastics 
o Pacific Power Products 
o Flightpath LLC 
o Cascade Container 
o Kuhn, Inc. 
o IQ Credit Union 
o US Food Service 

• Ridgefield Water Front Redevelopment (picture) 
• Environmental Remediation (picture) 
• Ridgefield Rail Overpass (picture) 
• I-5 / Pioneer Street Interchange 

o $40 million improvement 
o Port, City of Ridgefield  
o First RBD in State of Washington 

• Discovery Pointe Southwest WA Medical Center (picture) 
• Discovery Corridor Vicinity (map) 
• Portland Vancouver Metro Area 

o 2+ million people  
o Portland IntÕl 
o Four deep-water ports 

 Vancouver 
 Portland 
 Kalama 
 Longview 

o BNSF Mainline 
• Recent Projects 

o Legacy Hospital 
o WSU 
o Ampitheater 
o Dollar Tree Distribution 
o Seventh Day Adventist Regional Building 
o Ect. 

• Discovery Corridor Targeted Industries 
o Medical Services 
o Medical Devices 
o Information Technology 
o Analytical Instruments 
o Research & Development 
o Business & Financial Services  
o Plastics 

• 10 Good Reasons 
o Lower taxes 
o Lower land / lease costs 
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o Available land 
o Excellent Transportation 
o International Air Services 
o Available talented workforce 
o Outstanding business climate 
o Growth population 
o Lower cost of living 
o Affordable housing 

• Local Planning Priorities 
o 50+ Year Vision 
o System Prospective 
o Asset Management, Conservation & Enhancement 

 I-5 not local arterial  
 Local Grid, options for local mobility 

o Timely Investment 
o Innovative Funding 
o Local Voice 

• North Clark County Leadership Group 
o Formed in 2004 by: 

 Battle Ground 
 La Center 
 Ridgefield 
 Port of Ridgefield 

o Issues: 
 GMA  
 Transportation 
 Regional Sewer 
 Economic Development 

• Port Public Meetings 
o 6:00 PM, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month 
o Port Administration Offices 

111 West Division Street 
Ridgefield, WA 98642 

• Contact Information 
o Port of Ridgefield 

Brent Grening 
Executive Director 
 
P.O. Box 55 / 111 West Division 
Ridgefield, WA 98642 
Tel: 360.887.3873 
E-Mail: bgrening@portridgefield.com 
Web : www.portridgefield.org 

 
Councilmember Zandamela asked what the PortÕs involvement was in establishing 
economic growth in the City of Ridgefield. 
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Mr. Grening said that the Port works with the local entities to establish land use needs 
and economic needs.   
 
There was discussion on the process involved with the establishment of the Seventh 
Day Adventist headquarters located in Ridgefield.   
 
Deputy Mayor Reinhold asked what the Port of RidgefieldÕs vision was for the 219th 
interchange.  
 
Mr. Grening said that he saw the interchange as being the Ònext great commercial 
intersection in Clark CountyÓ.  He said that the Port Commissioners wanted to make sure 
that the retail establishments, which could potentially be developed at that intersection, 
do not detract from the North Cities.  
 
Deputy Mayor Reinhold said that he felt the surrounding Cities and the County 
Commission need to unite on the interchange project.   
 
Port Commissioner Melroy agreed with Deputy Mayor Reinhold the North Cities, the 
Port, and the County needed to unite on the interchange project. 
 
There was discussion on the involvement the Port had in the LIFT program the County 
was involved for the 179th street project. 
 
There was discussion on the development of large retail facilities and the effects on the 
City of Battle Ground and the surrounding area.   
 
Mayor Ciraulo thanked both Mr. Grening and Commissioner Joe Melroy for their time 
and partnership with the City over the years and for years to come.   
 
2008 Annual Review Requests for Zone and Comprehensive Plan Map Changes: 
Presentation 
Community Development Director Robert Maul said that on May 28th the Planning 
Commission held a Public Hearing to discuss the 2008 Annual Review Requests and the 
Comprehensive Plan Map Change 
 
Mr. Maul gave a PowerPoint Presentation entitled 2008 Annual Reviews (attached):  
 
Mayor Ciraulo left at 7:39 p.m.  

• Mill Creek Partnership 
• Robinson Property 
• Pavlina Mitigation Site 
• Mill Creek Partnership (map) 
• Land Use (map 
• Zoning (map) 
• Options 

o Regional Center Commercial Plan Zoning 
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o Mixed Use Employment Comp Plan 
 MUI zoning 
 RC zoning 
 Employment Campus 
 Combination 

o No Charge 
o Factors 

 Location of Scotton Blvd and SR 503 
 Market Conditions 
 Wetlands 

Mayor Ciraulo returned at 7:46 p.m. 
 

• Robinson Property (map) 
• Land Use (map 
• Zoning (map) 
• Options 

o Urban Low Comp Plan Already Placed 
o R3, R5, and R7 zoning all allowed 
o Factors 

 Clark County Rail Road 
 Surrounding Zoning 
 Relationship to existing development potential to the west 

• Pavlina Comp Plan Request (map) 
• Land Use (map) 
• Zoning (map) 
• Options 

o Currently Urban Low and MU-E 
o Change to Parks Open Space 

 Could keep same zoning 
 Could add all residential 

o Factors 
 No parks zoning, so any zoning placed should be consistent with 

other parks comp plan designations.   
 Site will likely never get developed 
 Added water quality and habitat value mitigation site  

• Land Use Map 
• Zoning Map 
• Vision Map (City of Battle Ground 50 Ðyear vision Map) 

 
Mr. Maul said that the Planning Commission recommended that Council proceed with all 
three requests. 
 
There was discussion on the possible implications on future land use needs associated 
with some of the rezoning requests in the third request.   
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Councilmember Ganley asked what the limitation was with a mixed use employment 
designation as opposed to a regional commercial designation. 
 
Mr. Maul said that mixed use employment would allow for multi used facilities including 
dental facilities, office space, and even residential space. 
 
Councilmember Ganley asked if it would not allow for a Òbig boxÓ retailer. 
 
Mr. Maul said that a Òbig boxÓ retailer would not be allowed under a mixed use 
employment zoning designation. 
 
There was discussion on the Pavlina Comp Plan Request. 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinhold asked if the City had any say in the mitigation of land within the 
City limits.   
 
Mr. Maul explained the land mitigation process. 
 
There was discussion on the consideration of wetland areas in the overall comp plan 
process.   
 
Councilmember Walters agreed with Deputy Mayor Reinhold in the importance of the 
wetland mitigation process. 
 
Councilmember Zandamela asked how the City benefits from retail centers as opposed 
to industrial developments.  
 
Mr. Maul said that in terms of jobs verses tax revenues there is little difference between 
retail centers and industrial developments to the City. 
 
Battle Ground and Highlands Little League Lease: Presentation 
Parks Director Debbi Hanson said that in early April of 2008, the Council extended the 
little league lease through July 15, 2008.  Ms. Hanson presented Council with a draft 
agreement for the little leagues to extend the lease agreement again, due to end of the 
year tournaments.  She said that the draft lease agreement would be for one year.   
 
Ms. Hanson said that the rental fee was based on the Òfair market valueÓ andcould be 
adjusted in the future if the Council decided to enter into the draft agreement as 
presented.  She said that the rental fees for each league would be approximately $3,700 
each.  
 
Ms. Hanson discussed some additions she made to the new lease agreement.   
 
Councilmember Haberthur asked what the appraised value of Fairgrounds Park was. 
 
Ms. Hanson said that the appraised value of Fairgrounds Park was $981,446.00 for just 
the land. 
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There was discussion on the determination of the rental use fees as outlined in the draft 
lease agreement presented.  
 
Councilmember Haberthur asked if alcohol would be permitted at the baseball fields. 
 
Ms. Hanson said no.  She said that alcohol was not allowed in any City Park.  
 
There was further discussion on the rental use fees. 
 
Councilmember Walters asked if league sign-ups was going to be allowed at Fairground 
Park. 
 
Ms. Hanson said she was not aware that league sign-ups was an activity that was 
conducted at the park, and she would include that in the list of uses for the league. 
 
Councilmember Walters asked if the lease agreement was exclusive to Battle Ground 
and Highlands Little Leagues, and if they would be allowed to rent the fields out to a third 
party. 
 
Ms. Hanson said that in the draft agreement presented the little leagues would be 
permitted to lease the fields to a third party. 
 
Councilmember Walters said that she was not in favor of the little leagues renting the 
fields to a third party. 
 
There was discussion on the little leagues and the CityÕs budget process. 
 
Deputy Mayor Reinhold said that he thought that a staff should oversee the maintenance 
being preformed by the little league of the ball fields rather then the little leagues. 
 
Councilmember Ganley said that he was relying on Ms. Hanson, as the parks Director, 
to foster the relationship between the City and the little leagues.  
 
Ms. Hanson said that she could provide a section in the draft lease agreement for a 
stewardship for maintenance for the ball fields.  She said that in the draft lease 
agreement she included verbiage establishing a timeline for the CityÕs budget process.    
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________             _____________________________ 
Michael J. Ciraulo,     Alisha Smith,  
Mayor       Acting City Clerk 

Meetings of the Battle Ground City Council are recorded on audio tapes.  These 
tapes are kept on file in the office of the City Clerk for a period of six (6) years. 


